
Lemon Bay High School                    2016-2017 

English IV Florida College Prep 
 

Teacher:  Mr. Mark Hertz   

School Phone: (941) 474-7702 

Email:   mark.hertz@yourcharlotteschools.net 

 

 

Instructor Biography:  Hello and welcome to my class!  My name is Mark Hertz and this is my 

second year teaching at Lemon Bay High School.  I have been in the education profession for 

over ten years teaching many subjects at different levels.  I am primarily an English teacher, 

holding a Master’s Degree in English with an emphasis Teaching Writing.  I have taught at L.A. 

Ainger Middle School, though my family recently relocated from California where I taught for 

eight years at Six Rivers Charter High School in Arcata, a small rural town on the Northcoast.  

Previously to that, I taught Freshmen Composition at Humboldt State University and Humanities 

at Academy of the Redwoods in Eureka, CA.   

 

Course Description: First and foremost, congratulations on reaching your senior year of high 

school!  I am sure it has been quite a journey thus far, and the prospect of attending college, 

finding a career, and entering the world as an adult looms on the horizon.  The main goal of 

English 4 is develop Career and College Readiness as well as critical thinking and problem 

solving skills.  During the first semester, the course curriculum will be centered on the Senior 

Project in which the students will practice research, writing, and presentation skills.  Students 

will also complete a Senior Portfolio to help prepare for college, scholarship, and job 

applications.  Also, throughout the year students will read and respond to a variety of texts and 

discuss and analyze the content as a class and in small group settings.  Students will also 

participate in lessons that will help develop personal and social skills that are essential for life 

after high school (personal character development standards).   

 

The Senior Project:  Students are required to complete a multifaceted project, providing the 

opportunity to exhibit skills, knowledge, creativity, and talents which have been developed 

throughout their K-12 education.  The project consists of three parts: research paper, product, 

and final presentation that requires students to read, write, analyze, synthesize, speak, apply and 

evaluate.  It encourages students to employ self-discipline, organizational skills, initiative, and 

imagination in a dynamic and exciting project.  This Senior Project comprises a significant part 

of the first semester grade. 

 

Expectations:   

 School wide rules as well as classroom academic and behavior norms are clearly posted in 

class.  The basic theme is students come to class prepared to learn with an “Academic Frame 

of Mind” and show respect to themselves and other students.   

 Students should be prepared for class with all required materials:  pen or pencil, paper, 

binder, text, and any current assignment. 

 Since many assignments will require the use of a computer for research and word processing, 

students are strongly encouraged to have a MS One Drive and Google Drive account set up 

through Charlotte County Public Schools.  This is free to all students.  In order to send and 

receive emails with their account, it should be set at level 2 or 3.  This form can be found in 

the LBHS front office.  Parents must check the correct box for students to receive this access. 
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 Cell phones must remain on silent and in the student’s backpack during class time.  
Refusal to follow this procedure will result in: 

o 1st Offense:  Verbal warning.  Student must put away their phone and leave it there 

for the duration on the class. 

o 2nd Offense:  Phone call home.   

o 3rd Offense:  Referral to the Assistant Principal’s Office. 

 

Materials:  

 1 ½” Three ring binder (can keep on shelves in classroom) 

 Five tabbed dividers for binder in this order:  Handouts, Senior Project, Assignments and  

      Notes, Essays and Portfolio Documents, and Paper 

 Daily: College ruled paper, pens and pencils, erasers, etc.   

 USB Flash Drive to save work 

 Textbook #1—Evergreen:  A Guide to Writing with Readings, by Susan Fawcett 

 Textbook #2—The River Reader, by Joseph F. Trimmer 

 

Typical Class Procedures:  Students should arrive to class on time and be in their seat when the 

bell rings with all needed materials and completed assignments.  As with most classes at Lemon 

Bay High School, the period will begin with a bell work activity (vocabulary, writing prompt, or 

reflective activity) which should last about 5 – 10 minutes.  Then there will be a lesson of the day 

which will be planned for about a half hour.  Lastly, there will be an exit activity and/or cleanup.  

The daily lesson plan will be clearly visible on the white board in the back of the room.  Also, 

each Monday the assignments due for the week will be written on the board. 

  

Grading Policy and Late Work:  Students are expected to turn in assignments on time.  Late 

work will not be accepted unless the student has received approval from the instructor.  You will 

be given credit for all work produced in this class.  Grades can be accessed via your Focus 

account through the school website.  The grading scale is as follows: 

 

A = 90% to 100% 

B = 80% to 89% 

C = 70% to 79% 

D = 60% to 69% 

F = 50% and below 

 

Conferences/Parents:  All parents and guardians should feel free to contact me about their son 

or daughter at any time.  Please call or e-mail me at your convenience with any questions or 

concerns.  Parental support is one of the main positive factors in a student’s education. The 

lesson plans and assignments due for the week can be accessed through the instructor’s website.  

Please check the site with your son or daughter to help them stay on task with their work. 

 

Signatures:  Please take this syllabus home and review it as a family.  Then sign and return it to 

Mr. Hertz by Friday the first week of school.  It will be checked for credit and will then be the 

first paper in the “Handouts” section of your student’s binder.  Thank you. 

 

 

Student Signature______________________________________________ Date___________ 

 

 

Parent Signature_______________________________________________ Date___________ 


