
Lemon Bay High School        AP Language and Composition 

 

Active Reading 

 

Almost every in-class activity will involve some sort of reading and textual analysis.  The best way 

to fully comprehend and analyze a text is to actively read it.  Active reading is not a term, rather it is 

a distinct set of practices, or skill set, used when reading a text.   

 

Research shows that, “study begins when you decide what you will learn” (istudy.psu.edu).  When 

you underline, highlight, and summarize text, you decide what you will learn. If you underline, 

highlight, and summarize text accurately, you will be able to review, make notes about, and 

remember information more easily.  

 

How to Active Read: 
 

Read an entire section (1/2 page to a page) first.  Some readers like to read the entire passage first, 

and then go back and actively read and mark text second.  However, at minimum you should read a 

chunk before you begin marking text.  Use the bulleted list below to get an idea of how to mark 

text: 

 

 First, do not underline too much, instead select information that you may want to learn or 

make into notes.  

 Make major points stand out clearly by double underlining or using stars.   

 Make margin notes. Use key words and write brief summaries.   

 Write questions if you do not understand something, so you can return to that section later. 

 Find the topic sentence of each paragraph.  (it may not necessarily be the first sentence) 

 Use brackets when several lines are important to underline.  

 Use numbers when a series of ideas are important.  

 Place a question mark beside unclear sections of information.  

 Write down questions that you have for the professor in your class notebook. 

 

For each text we actively read as a class, I require a minimum of five notes in the margins (written 

comments, questions, or summaries) for short texts, and ten for longer texts.  However, I encourage 

you to write as much as your want.  The more you write about a topic, the more you will learn and 

remember.   

 

Remember, if I give you a photocopy of a text, it is yours to keep and put in your binder.  Do not be 

afraid to make comments, mark on, and illustrate your text!!!   

 

ACTIVE READ!!  LEARN MORE!! 

 


