
Lemon Bay High School              AP Language and Composition 

 

Perception, Knowledge, Philosophy, and The Matrix:   

Final Unit Assessment In-Class Essay 

 

Directions:  Please carefully read and select from the following writing prompts.  Before you 

begin writing, you will have the opportunity to discuss your prompt, find and select evidence, 

and plan your essay.  You will then have 45 minutes to compose your essay.  You may use any 

resources from this unit to help you with your essay. 

 

Please make sure your introduction paragraph has some kind of hook or attention getter, 

addresses the prompt, provides background on your topic, and has a clear strong thesis.  Please 

make sure your body paragraphs have evidence from at least two of the unit texts and contain 

direct quotes.  Please cite your evidence in text, when applicable.  Make sure you provide 

enough evidence and elaboration to support your thesis.  Lastly, have a solid conclusion 

paragraph that restates your main points and leaves the reader thinking in some way.   

 

Your essay will be assessed using the AP Language and Composition Free Response Rubric.  It 

will be worth 50 points.   

 

Writing Prompts: 

 

1:  In the film The Matrix, Cypher betrays Morpheus and the rest of the crew in order to be, 

“reinsert[ed] into the Matrix.”  When Cypher discusses the terms of his betrayal with the agents, 

he tells them, “I don’t want to remember nothing.  Nothing.  You understand?”   

 

In a well-developed essay, discuss Cypher’s choice to have his memory wiped and be reinserted 

into The Matrix, knowing full well the world presented in the Matrix is not real.   

 

 

2:  Please look at the following list of philosophical and psychological ideas and concepts: 

 

 Locus of Control 

 Choice 

 Fate and Freewill 

 Freedom and Liberty 

 Truth and Knowledge  

 Happiness and Ignorance 

 Piaget’s Theory of Cognitive Development 

 John Locke’s idea of the Tabula Rasa   

 

Of the above concepts, which do you feel is most important to the evolution and development of 

human beings?  In what societal areas are these concepts most important?  Please explain and 

discuss your answer in a well-developed essay using evidence from at least two of the texts or 

lessons from this unit, and your own knowledge and experience. 

 



3:  The slave in the Allegory of the Cave, by Plato, has many similarities to Neo in the film The 

Matrix, by the Warchowski Brothers.   

 

Using both texts and your own knowledge and experience, compose a well-developed essay that 

discusses one of the following topics:   

 

 The attainment of and the human need to share knowledge. 

 The conflict between the proletariat (working class or common folk) and the “oppressive” 

elite (oligarchy). 

 The tendency of humans to reject the truth (proven knowledge or fact) in favor of alternate 

information that suits their own needs and beliefs.   

 

 

 


