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Preparing for the Lessons
• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.   Write your 

name, date, and title at the top of the paper:

“AICE Exam:  Analysis and Activities”

• There will be three activities and each will take about a day to 
complete:
• Day 1:  Paper 1—The Essay
• Day 2:  Paper 2—Section A: Logical Reasoning “Kumala Family Car”
• Day 3:  Paper 2—Section B: Reading Comprehension “Cycling in 

London”



Goals of this Activity

• Learn how to apply some of the key skills you will need to develop in 
this course.

• Learn how you will be assessed by Cambridge International (pass the 
test and earn college credit)

• Learn the types of questions you will need to answer on the exam.

• Practice (pre-test) the types of questions you will need to answer on 
the exam.

• Note:  At the conclusion of these three activities, there will be a 
complete overview of the AICE General Paper Course.



A little Inspiration from the Queen!



Day 1:  Paper 1—The Essay

Directions:

• You will be given a copy of the Paper 1 essay instructions and topics.  
(On the day of the exam, you will be asked to write on one topic.)

• You will write any work for this activity on your extra sheet of paper.

Part I

1. Read the directions as a class.

2. Read the 10 prompts as a class.



Part II:  Pair, Talk, Write (5 min.)

• You and a partner will have 5 minutes to complete the following tasks:

1. Discuss the prompts and then choose one prompt.

2. Answer the following questions:

• What is the question asking you to do?

• Is this an argumentative or informative essay?

• How long should the essay be?

After time is up, whole class:  

• Share group responses (3).

• Discuss:  Since there are no articles (like FSA), where do we get ideas?  How 
do we generate evidence to use in our essay?



Part III:  Write a Thesis and Generate Ideas (Evidence)

• Using your chosen prompt, you and your partner will have 10 minutes to 
complete the following tasks (remember to write all work on your separate 
sheet of paper):

1. Write a working thesis statement (claim + transition word + three 
supporting details).

2. For each of your three supporting details:  
1. Write them as a claim (like the topic sentence of a body paragraph).
2. Provide a reason to support your claim.
3. Provide one specific example from your own knowledge and experience to 

support your reason.  

After time is up, the groups will share responses.  At the conclusion of the 
activity, students will show their work to their instructor or turn it in.



Day 2:  Paper 2—Section A: Logical Reasoning  
“Kumala Family Car”

Directions:

• You will be given a copy of the Paper 2 Section A Exam (On the day of 
the exam you will have to answer all of the questions). 

• You will write any work for this activity on the provided handout.  If 
there are any notes, please write them on the back of the handout or 
below question #6.

Part I

1. Read the directions as a class.

2. Read the “Material for Section A” as a class.



Part II:  Answer the Questions

• The best way for us to understand what the Logical Reasoning part of 
the exam will look like is to answer a few questions.  

• You will have 20 minutes to:

1. Re-read or skim the passage if necessary.

2. Answer questions 1-3.

3. Answer question 4 (10 marks = 100 words)

4. Answer question 6 (2 marks = 20 words)



Part III:  Discussion—Critical Information
Critical information to discuss (write this on your paper as notes):

• One mark point = about 10 words.

• Pay close attention to the question—is it “continuous prose” or 
“bullet points”

• Because of the word count, there is no room for full responses.  You 
do not need to repeat the entire question.

• These exams were written in England using British English:  Spellings 
(analyse/analyze); words (lorries are trucks, trolleys are shopping 
carts, etc.).

• Make sure to read the question carefully so you understand what it is 
asking.  Then answer that question!!



Part IV:  Answers and Share Responses

• Answers:

1. B  The colour of their car.

2. C  It is illegal as a dashboard DVD screen would distract the driver.

3. A  To reduce traffic congestion in towns and cities.

• Sharing Responses
• Question 4—Which car would best meet the needs of the family?
• Question 6—Information that has little relevance.

• At the conclusion of the activity, you will hold on to your assignment.  Your 
instructor will collect activities for Day 2 and Day 3 at the same time.



Day 3: Paper 2—Section B: Reading Comprehension 
“Cycling in London”

Directions:

• You will be given a copy of the Paper 2 Section B Exam (On the day of 
the exam you will have to answer all of the questions). 

• You will write any work for this activity on the provided handout.  If 
there are any notes, please write them on the back of the handout or 
below question #16.

Part I

1. Read the “Material for Section B” as a class.



Part II:  Answer the Questions

• The best way for us to understand what the Reading Comprehension 
part of the exam will look like is to answer a few questions.  

• You will have 20 minutes to:

1. Re-read or skim the passage if necessary.

2. Answer questions 7-10.

3. Answer question 11 (5 marks = 50 words)

4. Answer question 13 (5 marks = 50 words)

5. Answer question 14 (3 marks = 30 words)



Part III:  Review Critical Information and Share 
Responses
• (Review Critical Information from Yesterday’s Lesson)

• Answers
7. C  Activity deserving support

8. D  Pedestrians are more likely to be killed by a motor vehicle than by a bike

9. B  Astonishingly

10. C  9,733 fines were issued to car drivers

• Sharing Responses
• Question 11—Bad behavior by cyclists

• Question 13—Measures that won’t work

• Question 14—Reasons why an officer can only “shake his fist.”



Conclusion of the Activity

• If there is enough time in class, your instructor will check your work.  

• If there is not enough time in class, you will turn in your work for Paper 2, 
Sections A and B.  

• When your work is returned, please make sure you keep it in your binder.  You 
can use this assignment as a reference as we prepare for the exam this spring.  

Remember the goals of theses lessons:

• Learn how to apply some of the key skills you will need to develop in this course.

• Learn how you will be assessed by Cambridge International (pass the test and 
earn college credit)

• Learn the types of questions you will need to answer on the exam.

• Practice (pre-test) the types of questions you will need to answer on the exam.


