
ACADEMIC  STRATEGIES
Course Syllabus

Academic Strategies in reading is a high school course designed to support

students in all areas of academics.  The knowledge gained in this course will

help each student to become a better student and to reach their future

goals.

My goal is for my students to increase their reading level, read larger words

with understanding, learn to self-question when reading, practice and

perfect paraphrasing, learn to increase their vocabulary by using context

clues, and for them to read with expression using correct tone and

inflection.   As a result of taking this course, each student will be a more

fluent reader with increased comprehension.

For this to happen, the students must participate and follow the Classroom

Expectations, as follows:

Be prompt, prepared and ready to learn.

Cell phones  off and placed in backpacks.

Be respectful of teachers and peers.

Remain seated until dismissed by the teacher.

Required Supply List: . Due by Monday, August 15: tissues, 1 box #2

pencils, highlighters in four colors, 1 plastic folder, and 1 composition book.

By Sept. 1, please bring a set of headphones and a 1-1½”  binder with

dividers and notebook paper.



Donations accepted:

Other items that would be appreciated are colored pencils, band-aids and

markers. Students who prefer to have their own personal supplies may keep

them in the classroom in a container which they shall provide.

Grades

A minimum of 2 grades will be posted each week.  These are for  morning

journal work (our bell work) and our Monday Jamestown work.

Other grades will be added and explained in my Newsletters which will  be

found on my LBHS website.  Grades may be viewed by parents on Focus.

This course will be graded as follows:

Participation 25% A 90-100

Projects 15% B  80-89

Classwork 30% C   70-79

Tests/Quizzes 30% D  60-69

F     0-59

Make-up Work

Make-up work is allowed for excused absences.  This work will be allowed in

class, when possible, otherwise, at home.  Tests and quizzes will usually need

to be taken after school by prior arrangement.  Students must ask for the

make-up appointment.

Cheating and Plagiarism

Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses and will result in a zero for

that assignment as a grade.  Parents will be notified and a referral will be

made.  If student’s are unsure when they are allowed to look at another

student’s work, I suggest they ask me for clarification..



Homework

Reading is the only regular homework assignment.  I expect students to read

at home or on the bus a minimum of 20 minutes, 5 days a week.   As

mentioned before, make-up work due to absences can be made up at home

when feasable. Silent reading in class does count!  Trackers will be given to

students to self-monitor their reading time.

Important school and class policies:

Attendance is important to your success in school and this class.  Refer to

your STUDENT HANDBOOK for district wide attendance procedures.  If a

pattern of non-attendance develops, the principal or his designee may

require documentation to excuse an absence  In the case of unexcused

absences, teachers may deduct up to 30% from the earned grade for make

up-work. (I will deduct 20% from the earned grade for make-up work.)

Please be aware of the LBHS Tardy to School policy:

ELATESCL: Student is late to school and considered excused because a

parent/guardian has called the school to report the tardy and the student

has not exceeded the 5 call-ins per quarter limit. Full make-up privileges and

no academic penalty to students.

ULATESCL: Student is late to school and is considered unexcused due to a

lack of parent/guardian notification to the school or because of excessive

call-ins without formal documentation being provided. Thirty percent may be

deducted for missed work.



.


